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In  searching  for  a  region  that  would  be  suitable  for  a 

COMMUNITY  OF  HOMES 

one  ideal  was  a  decided  variety  and  individuality  in  each 
Estate  about  a  Central  Recreation  Reserve. 

How  successfully  this  region  provides  for 

LOTS  OF  DISTINCTION 

is  indicated  by  the  following  descriptions. 


THE  PURPOSE. 

The  intent  of  this  development  is  to  give  the  expression 
COMMUNITY  OF  HOMES  a  new  significance  through  a 

SPIRIT  OF  CO-OPERATION  between  owners;  by  the  de- 
velopment of 

INDIVIDUALITY  in  HOME  GROUNDS  and  through  a 
keener  appreciation  of  NATURAL  BEAUTY. 

The  SPIRIT  OF  CO-OPERATION  is  with  each  owner  who 
considers  his  neighbor's  outlook  as  well  as  his  own,  in  the  devel- 
opment of  his  gi'ound  and  building  plan ,  On  a  majority  of  the 
lots  there  is  vegetation  that  can  be  taken  advantage  of  to  screen 
the  least  desirable  portion  of  buildings  and  grounds  from  the 
neighbors,  or  new  plantations  can  be  made  for  this  purpose. 

There  are  also  views  from  every  lot,  the  beauty  of  which 
can  be  much  increased  or  impaired  by  cutting  existing  trees  or 
by  new  plantations  on  adjacent  lots. 

Gardens,  cultivated  or  wild,  can  be  so  placed  as  to  be  a  joy 
to  the  neighbors  as  well  as  to  the  owners,  without  impairing 
desirable  privacy. 

There  can  be  adjustments  of  boundary  lines  between  adja- 
cent owners  as  their  plans  progress  that  will  be  mutually  advan- 
tageous, just  as  such  adjustments  have  already  been  made  on 
adjoining  lines  between  existing  owners  and  the  Country  Club. 

The  INDIVIDUALITY  of  each  estate  as  described  is  based 
on  the  distinctive  incidents  of  NATURAL  BEAUTY  in  outlooks, 
lay  of  the  land,  character  of  soil  and  vegetation,  that  may  be 
taken  advantage  of  in  determining  the  development  of  the  plans 
of  buildings  and  grounds. 

Such  incidents  should  be  protected,  conserved  and  enriched 
before,  during  and  after  the  completion  of  such  plans,  rather 
than  destroyed  to  make  way  for  the  commonplace  conditions 
of  so  many  home  grounds. 

It  is  to  be  expected  that  with  the  SPIRIT  OF  CO-OPERA- 
TION and  the  unobtrusive  refinement  and  good  taste  that  almost 
invariably  goes  with  an  appreciation  of  the  beauty  and  of  wild 
life  in  nature,  the  homestead  and  farmstead  buildings  will  not 
have  the  obtrusive  dominance  in  landscape  of  the  overlord's 
castle  in  feudal  days.  Here  again  the  spirit  of  co-operation 
rather  than  domination  will  make  the  buildings  harmonious  ele- 
ments of  a  well-balanced  landscape  composition  that  will  repre- 
sent the  ideals  of  artists. 


These  ideals  should  be  an  expression  of  the  personality,  the 
taste  and  the  desires  of  the  owner  as  interpreted  by  the  advisor 
of  their  choice,  rather  than  a  servile  acceptance  of  the  fugitive 
house  style  of  a  period. 

RESTRICTIONS  have  been  referred  to  in  one  group  of  lots. 
It  is,  however,  believed  that  the  most  effective  limitation  upon 
individual  action  to  protect  the  interests  of  such  a  group  of  peo- 
ple as  it  is  desired  to  bring  together  here,  is  the  character  of  the 
individuals  that  compose  the  group.  It  is  less  easy  to  evade  a 
well  considered  and  just  public  sentiment  than  it  is  to  evade 
legally  elaborated  restrictions.  Believing  this,  the  intent  is  to 
bring  together  a  group  of  congenial  owners  who  will  endeavor 
earnestly  to  establish  and  maintain  without  abuses  THE  SPIRIT 
OF  CO-OPERATION. 


THE  DESCRIPTION  OF  LOTS. 

The  Cottage  Court  Lots: 

This  section  includes  Lots  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  8,  9, 10  and  11,  on  which 
conditions  are  nearly  uniform.  The  soil  is  good  for  it  has  long 
been  well  cultivated.  It  is  bare  of  trees  and  shrubs  excepting 
along  the  easterly  boundary  lines,  where  some  young  trees  and 
shrubs  are  well  established  and  growing  rapidly.  A  notable 
group  of  Elms  nearly  opposite  this  court  across  the  Mayfield 
Road  will  give  so  much  pleasure  to  all  who  occupy  the  court  and 
use  the  road  that  this  should  be  preserved  for  the  common  enjoy- 
ment of  all. 

Each  lot  will  have  the  advantage  of  the  one  hundred  foot 
wide  entrance  court  between  lot  lines  that  can  be  given  such 
special  distinction  in  its  design  as  a  majority  of  the  lot  owners 
may  elect.  The  reserve  space  in  the  center  of  the  two  roads  can 
be  utilized  for  such  Game  Courts  as  lawn  tennis,  bowling,  croquet 
and  the  like,  or  it  could  be  given  special  distinction  by  one  of 
many  planting  designs. 

For  example,  it  could  be  made  a  court  of  roses  with  long 
hedge  rows  of  the  Russian  Rose  with  nearly,  continuous  summer 
blooming  season,  its  dark  rich  green  foliage  that  colors  so  attrac- 
tively in  the  autumn  and  its  big  red  fruits  in  fall  and  winter. 
The  center  of  such  a  rose  court  could  be  filled  with  the  Rambler 
Rose  to  give  a  great  mass  of  foliage  and  flowers,  running  over  a 
central  arbor  with  cross  arbors  at  intervals. 

It  could  be  made  an  Iris  and  a  Yellow  and  Tawny  Day  Lily 
Court.  The  most  persistent  and  successful  of  these  plants  with 
the  sword  shaped  leaves  is  the  Tawny  Day  Lily,  of  which  there 
are  numerous  patches  along  the  country  roadside  that  have 
escaped  from  old  gardens  and  grown  so  vigorously  as  to  drive 
out  grass  and  other  plants. 

It  could  be  made  a  conventional  court  of  turf  and  street 
trees  of  the  ordinary  kinds,  or  the  Japanese  Ginkgo  could  be  used, 
or  fruit  trees  such  as  Sweet  Cherries  or  Apples  that  grow  rapidly 
and  give  shade  and  fruit. 

It  is  proposed  here  to  establish  certain  simple  restrictions 
that  will  give  each  home  an  equal  advantage  in  its  easterly  and 
southerly  exposures,  by  providing  for  laundry  yards  between  the 
houses  at  the  northerly  ends  rather  than  at  the  backs  of  the 
houses,  this  giving  more  direct  access  from  the  street  and  shorter 
walks  to  construct  and  maintain.  The  entrance  side  would  be 
thus  established  next  to  the  street  and  the  living  side  with  its 
garden  and  lawns  on  the  side  away  from  the  street. 
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The  East  Side  Lots: 

These  comprise  lots  12,  13,  14, 15,  and  the  larger  lots  7  and  6 
on  the  easterly  side  of  the  proposed  new  80  foot  road.  The 
smaller  lots  each  include  about  two  acres  and  are  especially 
desirable  because  they  are  on  the  most  important  thoroughfare 
and  also  because  the  larger  part  of  the  lot  is  on  the  easterly  side 
of  the  house.  It  is  proposed  here  to  establish  similar  restrictions 
as  to  the  locations  of  laundry  yards  and  service  yards  to  those 
referred  to  in  the  Cottage  Court  Lot  section.  All  of  these  lots 
are  in  open  lands  that  have  long  been  under  cultivation  and  are, 
therefore,  in  excellent  condition  for  establishing  new  plantations 
and  gardens.  There  are  two  of  these  lots  to  which  special  refer- 
ence should  be  made. 

The  Field  View:     Lot  7. 

Here  is  a  lot  that  contains  about  three  acres  of  open  land 
from  which  views  are  to  open  fields  between  the  adjacent  pro- 
posed houses  that  are  so  located  as  to  protect  the  views.  There 
will  also  be  a  view  of  the  Apple  orchard  toward  the  northwest, 
the  Elm  on  the  Plume  Elm  Lot,  the  fine  group  of  Elms  across 
the  Mayfield  Road  and  to  the  wooded  valleys  of  Lots  Nos.  21  and 
23  over  the  open  areas  of  other  lots. 

The  Open  Lot:     Lot  6. 

There  are  people  who  prefer  an  open  lot  without  trees  or 
shrubs,  for  they  thus  have  full  opportunity  to  develop  gardens, 


Hay  Crop  on  Lot  6 
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lawns  and  shrub  plantations  without  the  interference  of  existing 
shade  or  roots.  On  such  a  lot  a  house  would  usually  be  designed 
with  broad  piazzas  and  awnings  to  give  shade  and  to  bring  the 
lines  close  to  the  ground. 

There  can  be  as  much  distinction  established  on  a  lot  of  this 
character  as  upon  lots  that  contain  the  natural  beauty  of  wood- 
land growth,  orchards  or  attractive  ground  cover  plants. 
Especially  is  this  so  when  the  Lmd  is  rich  enough  to  produce  a 
heavy  crop  of  hay. 

The  Valley  View:     Lot  16. 

The  house  site  here  is  on  open  upland  with  field  views 
toward  the  east  and  a  view  up  and  down  the  valley  toward  the 
southeast  and  northwest  and  an  outlook  directly  into  the  valley 
toward  the  southwest.  The  boundary  lines  here  include  a  consid- 
erable section  of  this  valley  in  which  there  is  an  unusually  varied 
growth  of  vigorous  young  trees  on  the  slope,  they  including 
White  Ash,  Black  Cherry,  Scarlet  Maple,  Butternut,  Hop-horn- 
beam, Red  Oak,  Elm,  Apple,  and  of  shrubs  the  Staghorn  Sumac, 
Elder,  Wild  Rose,  and  the  only  plant  of  the  naturalized  Dog  Rose 
that  has  been  noted  on  the  property.  Here,  too,  will  be  an  oppor- 
tunity for  a  valley  garden  of  considerable  extent  that  can  be 
made  a  most  attractive  feature  as  seen  from  the  living  side  of 
the  home.  It  can  be  made  a  natural  sunken  garden  of  much  dis- 
tinction. 

The  Three  Maples:     Lot  17. 

The  house  location  is  on  well  cultivated  upland  and  the 
views  will  be  directly  into  a  fine  orchard  toward  the  north,  and 
into  the  valley  toward  the  west  and  south.  The  boundaries 
include  a  group  of  three  particularly  fine  Sugar  Maples,  in  which 
each  tree  has  a  rather  marked  individuality  in  its  foliage.  It  will 
also  include  a  short  valley  and  a  heavily  wooded  shoulder  be- 
tween this  valley  and  the  main  valley.  Here  are  White  Oaks, 
Beech,  Maple  and  Hop-hornbeam,  with  one  particularly  fine  and 
tall  Sugar  Maple  that  towers  above  all  trees  about  it.  At  the  head 
of  the  little  valley  is  a  growth  of  small  trees  and  shrubs  with  a 
good  Flowering  Dogwood  and  an  Elm.  The  southerly  corner 
of  the  lot  passes  into  the  moist  valley. 

It  will  be  quite  practicable  to  have  an  interesting  trail  lead- 
ing from  the  house  to  a  group  of  moisture  loving  plants  in  the 
moist  valley,  thence,  over  the  well  drained  woodland  slope  with 
its  characteristic  flora,  and  into  the  little  valley  where  another 
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type  of  shade  loving  plants  can  be  established.  From  the  house 
site  to  the  summit  of  the  shoulder  would  be  an  easy  walk.  Here 
will  be  a  very  pleasant  outlook  through  vistas  to  be  made  toward 
the  open  valley  eastward  and  the  wooded  valley  westward.  In 
this  westerly  section  of  the  valley  it  is  quite  possible  that  pools 
may  be  established  on  adjacent  lots  that  will  be  very  attractive 
features  in  the  woodland  glades. 

The  Apples:     Lot  18. 

An  old  Apple  orchard  certainly  does  have  a  very  marked 
distinction,  because  of  the  diversity  in  the  habits  of  growth, 
foliage,  flowers,  and  fruit,  of  different  named  varieties.  In  this 
orchard  there  are  growing  Red  Astricans,  with  their  brilliant  red 
cheeks,  the  Golden  Queen  Ann,  the  deep, red  Baldwin,  the  green 
skinned  Greening,  Pippins,  the  red  striped  Northern  Spy,  Ben 
Davis,  and  King  of  Tompkins  County,  the  deep  purplish  red 
Sheep's  Nose,  the  Harvest  Sour,  the  brown  Russet,  and  other 
varieties.  This  makes  a  most  satisfactory  selection  of  summer, 
fall  and  winter  apples.  Here  the  trees  are  for  the  most  part 
broad  spreading  and  rather  low  topped  specimens  that  will  be 
easy  to  take  care  of.  If  more  varieties  are  wanted,  many  of  the 
trees  are  vigorous  enough  to  permit  their  being  grafted.  One 
can  in  this  way  add  any  variety  that  he  may  choose  to  the 
orchard.  The  additions  might  include  the  brilliant  red  flowered 
Japanese  Crabs,  the  pink  and  fragrant  flowers  of  the  Native  Crab 
and  its  double  flowered  Bechtel's  variety,  the  pendant  branched 
Transcendant  Crab  and  the  upright  Siberian  Crabs.  Thus 
could  be  brought  together  a  collection  of  Apples  primarily  for 
landscape  beauty  with  fruit  values  thrown  in.  If  one  has  ever 
hunted  bird's  nests  they  know  about  the  many  different  kinds  of 
birds  that  like  to  make  the  Apple  Tree  their  home.  They  include 
Robins,  King  Birds,  Yellow  Birds  and  Humming  Birds. 

There  is  a  fine  old  tangle  of  Grape  vines  at  the  edge  of  this 
orchard  in  which  a  garden  terminus  could  be  established.  There 
are  also  pleasant  views  into  the  deep  woods  of  the  valley  to  the 
south,  to  the  meadow  west,  to  fields  east,  and  to  another  group 
of  orchard  trees  and  the  tall  roadside  trees  over  the  house  to  the 
north  on  the  Homestead  Lot. 

The  Homestead:     Lot  19. 

Here  is  a  lot  with  an  old  cottage  home  that  has  been  occu- 
pied for  half  a  century  or  more  by  one  of  the  very  best  farmers 
of  the  region.    It  is  a  home  that  one  can  occupy  at  once  while  the 
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development  of  the  property  is  going  on,  or  it  can  be  extended 
to  the  east  with  sunny  living  rooms  facing  south  away  from  the 
street.  There  are  growing  on  this  lot  old  Queen  Ann  Apple  trees, 
a  big  old  Pear  Tree,  thickets  and  single  specimens  of  the  Sour 
Cherry,  Catalpa  and  Arbor  Vitae  trees.  Lilac  bushes  and  Quince 
trees. 

There  are  big  tall  Scarlet  Maples  on  the  roadside  that  tower 
far  above  the  house  and  are  impressive  features  in  views  across 
the  valley  from  the  southerly  edge  of  the  lot. 

South  of  the  house  is  an  amphitheaterlike  curved  bank 
with  a  rich  moist  valley  at  its  base,  that  is  an  ideal  place  for  a 
sunken  garden. 

No  other  moderate  sized  estate  on  this  portion  of  the  prop- 
erty, offers  so  wide  a  variety  of  mature  domesticated  trees  or 
such  favorable  soil  conditions  immediately  about  the  house  site 
for  producing  attractive  gardens  at  moderate  cost. 

The  Bluff:     Lot  20. 

North  of  the  house  site,  as  indicated  on  this  lot,  is  a  highly 
cultivated  section  of  open  land  that  is  divided  by  a  moist  valley 
with  a  cool  northerly  slope  suitable  for  grapes  and  small  fruit 
and  a  warm  southerly  slope  suitable  for  a  kitchen  garden. 

A  straight  entrance  way  is  provided  along  the  side  of  the 
valley,  along  which  could  be  planted  such  rapid  growing  fruit 
trees  as  the  Sweet  Cherry  for  its  shade,  flowers  and  fruit.  This 
would  be  supplemented  by  a  row  of  existing  Sour  Cherry  trees 
south  of  the  open  field,  where  there  is  also  a  small  vineyard.  This 
open  field,  now  cultivated  in  corn,  would  make  an  excellent 
home  lawn. 

To  the  west  and  northwest  of  the  house  site  is  a  delightful 
woodland  section  through  which  passes  the  valley  from  the 
open  upland  down  to  Euclid  Creek.  Here  are  big  and  little  Oaks, 
Maples,  Beech,  Ash,  Chestnut  and  Elm,  with  an  undergrowth  of 
Hazels,  Viburnums,  Elders  and  Dogwoods.  The  ground  cover  is 
rich  with  Mosses,  Ferns,  Pyrolas,  Violets  and  other  woodland 
plants.  These  plants  are  grouped  so  attractively  that  they  form 
fine  wild  garden  units,  the  beauty  of  which  can  be  greatly  en- 
hanced by  a  carefully  executed  plan  of  development  and 
enriched  by  the  addition  of  new  material. 

South  of  these  woods  a  steep  gray  bluff  drops  abruptly  to 
the  stream.  It  is  partly  clothed  with  big  trees  and  shrubs.  At  its 
summit  is  a  long  winding  20  foot  wide  turf  glade,  faced  down  at 
the  north  with  a  woodland  fringe  and  wall  of  foliage.    At  one 


14  ESTATES  ON  THE  COMMUNITY  LANDS 

point  on  the  bluff  edge  is  a  clear  open  view  up  the  valley  of  the 
golf  links.  At  the  northerly  end  of  this  open  glade  is  an  overlook 
view  across  Mayfield  Road  to  big  trees  and  a  valley  beyond. 
Along  the  edges  of  this  glade  flower  borders  can  be  established 
in  such  a  way  as  to  make  this  a  notable  garden  passage. 

Euclid  Creek  also  passes  through  the  property  at  the  base 
of  the  bluff,  and  beyond  it  is  level  pasture  land  that  would  main- 
tain either  a  cow,  a  horse  or  several  sheep,  that  in  themselves 
would  be  interesting  objects  in  the  landscape  as  seen  from  the 
house  site. 

This  lot  and  the  Water  View  Lot  across  the  Valley  to  the 
south  will  compete  with  each  other  in  points  of  natural  beauty 
and  interest,  of  which  advantage  can  be  taken  to  make  notably 
attractive  estates. 

The  Water  View  :     Lot  21 . 

Here  there  is  an  unusual  variety  in  outlook,  tree  growth  and 
surface  conditions.  From  the  house  a  vista  to  the  stream  may 
be  opened,  a  little  lake  may  also  be  established  in  Spring  Valley 
to  the  north  of  the  house  site.  This  would  form  a  water  mirror 
to  reflect  the  beauty  of  the  surrounding  valley  and  bluff  woods, 
the  tall  Elms,  Maples  and  Beech  that  surround  it. 

The  house  site  is  indicated  in  a  tall  wood  at  a  point  where 
views  can  be  secured  over  the  great  valley  of  the  Country  Club 
in  several  directions,  through  vistas  that  can  be  opened  when 
the  plan  of  the  house  and  grounds  is  fully  determined  upon. 

The  Beech  Woods:     Lot  22. 

From  this  lot  there  is  a  most  notable  view  up  the  Country 
Club  valley.  The  natural  features  of  special  interest  here  are 
the  Beech  Woods  near  the  house  site,  the  big  Chestnut  tree  with 
the  ground  cover  under  it  of  Checkerberry  and  Mosses,  and  beau- 
tiful Moss  and  low  Blueberry  carpets  in  the  shade  at  the  edge  of 
the  bluff.  In  the  included  portion  of  the  Spring  Valley  on  the 
westerly  side  of  the  proposed  entrance  road  conditions  are  favor- 
able for  a  pool  and  a  wild  garden.  There  is  also  a  section  at  the 
base  of  the  bluff  in  the  woods  that  is  constantly  moist,  and  on 
which  a  spring  can  probably  be  developed. 

The  view  from  the  house  site  up  and  down  the  Golf  Club 
valley  will  be  a  particularly  attractive  one,  and  it  can  be  broken 
into  a  series  of  framed-in  pictures  by  making  openings  in  the 
wall  of  foliage  on  the  bluff. 
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The  Beech  Woods:  Lot  22 
View  from  the  Club  Terrace 
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The  Plume  Elm  :     Lot  23  : 

A  notable  feature  on  this  lot  is  the  very  graceful  tall  Elm 
that  is  an  attractive  feature  in  views  from  several  other  lots, 
especially  the  ones  in  the  Cottage  Court  and  the  East  Side  Group. 
The  easterly  boundary  is  so  placed  as  to  include  a  section  of  the 
tall  woods  in  which  are  Maples,  Beech,  Magnolia,  Hop-hornbeam, 
Elm,  Basswood,  Thorn,  Flowering  Dogwood.  There  are  also 
many  wild  flowers  in  the  edge  of  the  woods  and  in  Spring  Valley 
that  include  Pussy  Toes,  Jack  in  the  Pulpit,  Wild  Honeysuckle, 
Gooseberry,  Hemp  Nettle,  Maple  Leaved  Viburnum. 

The  views  from  the  house  site  will  be  especially  attractive 
for  there  are  open  valleys  on  each  side.  To  the  north  is  the 
Spring  Valley  that  is  referred  to  in  several  lots.  This  might  well 
be  made  a  great  wild  garden  through  the  co-operation  of  the 
various  owners,  to  be  enjoyed  by  all  who  look  into  it  or  pass 
over  it.  To  the  south  is  the  Country  Club  valley  with  a  view  onto 
the  uplands  to  the  tall  groups  of  Beech  that  give  this  upland  spe- 
cial distinction. 

The  Magnolias:     Lot  24. 

A  vigorous  low  branched  and  symmetrical  Cucumber  tree 
or  White  Wood  called  by  the  botanists  Magnolia  Acuminata,  and 
an  equally  vigorous  Buttonball  or  Sycamore  tree  are  notable 
features  in  the  open  lands  on  this  lot.  There  is  also  a  very 
attractive  Elm  of  the  Plume  type  on  the  boundary  with  a  broad 
leaning  Butternut  under  it  and  a  Staghorn  Sumac  that  has  taken 
the  tree  form  near  it.  This  fine  Elm  frames  in  a  particularly 
attractive  upland  view  on  the  Golf  Links,  beyond  which  lies  the 
forest  mass  across  the  valley.  To  the  west  of  this  Elm  on  the 
same  hedge  row  or  boundary  line  are  tall  Elms,  Butternuts, 
Sumacs,  Hop-hornbeam,  Maple,  Basswood  and  a  Tulip  tree  sup- 
porting a  Grape  vine  arbor  that  forms  an  ideal  screen  from  the 
activity  of  the  Golf  Links  at  this  point. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  Tulip  tree  is  also  a  close  relative 
of  the  Magnolia,  for  it  belongs  to  the  same  family.  Furthermore 
it  forms  a  most  notable  tree  on  account  of  its  attractive 
foliage  and  tulip-like  flowers.  The  boundary  to  the  west  of  the 
house  site  includes  a  part  of  the  woods  that  are  referred  to  in  the 
Plume  Elm  Lot  and  the  Head  of  the  Valley,  with  an  unusually 
attractive  growth  that  includes  a  very  tall  and  handsome  Elm, 
a  tall  Hickory  with  an  undergrowth  of  the  fragrant  leaved  Ben- 
zoine,  Witch  Hazel,  Silky  Dogwood,  Elder  and  a  few  small  Paw 
Paws,  a  plant  that  is  quite  rare  on  this  Community  Lands  terri- 
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tory.  There  is  also  a  wide  variety  in  the  flowering  plants  of  this 
moist  land  section  and  the  open  slope  adjacent  thereto  as  indi- 
cated in  the  last  lot  described. 

For  beauty  and  variety  of  views  and  skyline  this  lot  is  not 
excelled.  The  southeriy  view  is  over  the  links,  and  in  this  view 
the  group  of  towering  Beeches  between  hole  15  and  16  is  a  very 
notable  object.  Beyond  it  is  the  deep  shadow  of  the  valley  and 
the  great  tree  masses.  To  the  southeast  the  rolling  line  of  haz- 
zards  on  the  links  are  outlined  against  a  background  of  big  indi- 
vidual trees,  then  comes  a  vista  between  Scarlet  and  Sugar 
Maples  to  distant  Elms.  To  the  east  and  northeast  the  backs  of 
the  Richmond  Road  houses  are  shut  out  by  a  belt  of  trees  that 
are  on  the  next  lot.  To  the  north  is  the  superb  group  of  three 
Elms  across  the  Mayfield  Road.  To  the  northwest  are  the  tower- 
ing roadside  trees  at  the  Homestead  Lot,  also  the  orchard  and 
the  notably!  fine  Maple  on  the  Three  Maple  Lot,  and  to  the  west 
is  a  high  skyline  of  fine  Ehn,  Bitternut  Hickory  and  other  trees, 
all  within  the  boundary  of  the  lot  and  outflanking  the  tall  woods. 
The  house  site  is  also  on  a  summit  with  good  drainage  in  all 
directions. 

The  Old  Road:     Lot  25. 

This  for  the  most  part  is  an  open  lot  that  has  been  under 
cultivation  for  many  years,  and  on  which  a  small  farm  can  be 
readily  established.  The  house  is  on  a  summit  location  from 
which  there  are  interesting  views  of  fine  distant  trees,  orchards, 
and  distant  forest  tops,  from  the  northwest  to  the  southeast.  To 
the  northwest  the  old  roadside  growth  to  be  referred  to  later  cuts 
out  the  views  of  existing  houses.  To  the  north  and  northeast 
trees  are  growing  along  the  boundary  line  in  just  the  right  places 
to  shut  out  the  backs  of  the  houses  on  Richmond  Road.  To  the 
southeast  is  the  fine  Beech  Grove  on  the  Farm  Lot,  and  to  the 
south  is  the  fine  forest  skyline  of  the  distance  with  the  towering 
group  of  Beeches  in  the  middle  distance. 

A  specially  interesting  feature  of  this  lot  is  the  growth  along 
each  side  of  an  old  farm  road  that  has  been  used  for  so  many 
years  that  a  depressed  way  is  worn  out  with  steep  banks  on  either 
side.  About  all  the  trees  of  the  region  have  found  a  place  along 
this  old  road  side,  as  well  as  many  shrubs  and  flowering  plants. 
There  are  Elders,  Grape,  Elm,  Scarlet  Maple,  Sugar  Maple,  Black 
Birch,  Thimbleberry,  Blackberry,  Black  Cherry,  Butternut,  Red 
Oak,  Iron  Wood,  Cucumber  tree,  Basswood,  Smilax,  Benzoine, 
Big  Nut  Hickory,  Tulip  Tree,  Tupelo,  Ash,  Bitternut,  the  Flowering 
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Dogwood.  There  are  exquisite  carpets  of  the  Moose  Ear,  Cinque- 
foil,  Creeping  Speedwell,  Dog  Violet  and  Wood  Violet.  There  are 
Bull  Thistles  and  Canada  Thistles  that  have  a  beauty  of  color 
and  form  when  they  are  in  flower,  even  though  they  are  a  pest 
to  the  farmer.  Surely  one  would  make  a  mistake  in  not  recog- 
nizing, conserving  and  increasing  the  natural  beauty  of  this 
growth.  It  would  be  so  easy  to  spoil  it  by  attempting  to  "im- 
prove it"  by  the  ordinary  gardener's  method  of  "Cleaning  out 
the  woods  and  brush  and  trimming  up."  While  most  of  the 
plants  that  I  referred  to  would  be  regarded  in  the  cultivated 
flower  garden  as  weeds,  here  they  are  objects  of  beauty  and 
interest. 

It  also  happens  that  the  towering  group  of  Beeches  on  the 
Golf  Links  that  have  been  referred  to  several  times,  form  a 
superb  terminus  for  the  vista  that  opens  up  as  one  passes  from 
the  valley  at  the  northerly  beginning  of  the  road  toward  the 
south. 

The  Farm  :     Lot  26. 

This  is  distinctly  the  farm  lot  for  this  section  of  the  property, 
for  it  includes  a  large  area  of  open  land  upon  which  a  good  hay 
crop  indicates  the  fertility  of  the  soil.  This  runs  into  a  strip  of 
open  valley  land  along  the  Richmond  Road  at  the  southeasterly 
corner.  West  of  the  open  land  on  Richmond  Road  is  a  house 
site  within  a  rectangular  enclosure  that  is  clearly  defined  on  the 
northerly  and  part  of  the  easterly  sides  by  a  hedge  row  of  young 
trees  and  shrubs.  The  northeasterly  part  of  this  enclosure  is 
open  land  filled  with  wild  flowers  in  which  there  are  several 
groups  and  individuals  of  very  fine  Scarlet  Maples  and  White 
Ash,  others  also  being  in  the  edge  of  the  Beech  Woods.  These 
trees  would  be  the  chief  ornament  of  a  home  lawn,  and  the 
hedge  rows  can  be  supplemented  by  more  varied  ornamental 
plants  to  form  the  boundaries  of  the  lawn.  The  Beech  Grove 
that  fills  the  southerly  section  of  the  homestead  quadrangle  is 
notably  attractive.  The  distinctive  feature  of  this  lot  will  be  the 
vistas  to  be  secured  from  the  house  site  to  the  wide  range  of 
attractive  outlooks,  that  will  include  fine  individual  trees  in  the 
middle  distance  and  far  distance,  distant  woods,  views  into  the 
deep  Golf  Club  valley,  to  picturesque  buildings  toward  the  south- 
east and  to  the  upland  fields.  There  is  a  considerable  variety 
in  the  undergrowth  and  in  the  ground  cover  plants  under  the 
Beeches. 
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Chester  C.  Bolton  Estate:     Lot  27. 

On  this  estate  Lieutenant  Colonel  and  Mrs.  Bolton  have  al- 
ready established  a  beautiful  home  with  its  gardens,  lawns, 
orchards  and  farmstead. 

Henry  S.  Sherman  Estate  :     Lot  28. 

On  this  estate,  in  which  there  is  a  great  variety  of  interesting 
landscape  incidents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sherman  have  established  a 
home  with  its  formal  and  informal  gardens,  sheep  pasture  and 
wild  garden. 

The  Tree  Walls  :     Lot  29. 

There  is  not  a  lot  of  its  size  that  has  so  much  variety  in  the 
lay  of  the  land,  the  character  of  the  soil  or  the  vegetation.  The 
notable  feature  is  the  great  high  wall  of  trees  that  cover  steep 
stream  side  bluffs,  having  both  a  northerly  and  an  easterly  ex- 
posure. This  bluff  is  seen  from  Richmond  Road  and  the  Com- 
munity Road.  It  is  so  high  that  it  completely  screens  the  sur- 
rounding houses  from  the  upland  house  site.  It  also  gives  the 
house  site  as  complete  seclusion  as  the  owner  may  desire.  It 
makes  it  possible,  too,  for  the  owner  to  control  his  outlook  by 
cutting  openings  through  this  wall  of  foliage  in  such  a  way  as 
to  include  many  very  attractive  distant  views,  and  exclude  the 


The  Stone  Arch  Bridge 
on  Col.  Bolton's  Entrance  Road 
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unattractive  ones.  The  lot  itself  is  divided  into  two  units  by  a 
narrow  valley  that  enters  the  stream  near  the  bridge  on  the  Com- 
munity Road.  The  westerly  unit  is  a  fairly  steep  open  slope 
with  a  dense  hedge  row  of  Sumacs,  Cherry,  Maples,  Butternuts, 
Hickories,  Basswood,  Tulip  Tree,  Witch  Hazel  and  Maple  leaved 
Viburnum  on  the  southerly  side,  over  a  part  of  which  is  the 
tangle  of  grape  vines.  There  is  a  similar  growth  in  the  valley 
itself  with  the  addition  of  seedling  Apple  trees  and  Blue  Birch. 
There  are  also  attractive  flowering  plants  in  and  along  the  edge 
of  the  valley,  including  the  Spikenard,  Bellwort,  Perennial  Sun- 
flowers and  a  considerable  area  covered  with  the  Bracken. 
Across  the  valley  is  a  more  level  area,  upon  which  would  be  the 
house  site.  This  is  open  to  the  south,  where  there  is  a  view  into 
an  attractive  orchard  on  the  next  lot.  There  are  also  rows  of 
Pear  trees  here  that  can  be  taken  advantage  of  in  the  design  of 
the  home  ground.  Here,  too,  is  the  Sassafras,  an  unusual  tree  on 
the  Community  Lands.  There  are  attractive  masses  of  the  Pin 
Cherry,  and  groups  of  the  Aspen  Poplar  that  is  also  an  uncom- 
mon tree  here,  with  shrub  Willows  and  Hop-hornbeams.  The 
bluff  growth  is  made  up  of  the  usual  variety  of  deciduous  trees. 
At  the  base  of  the  bluff  on  Richmond  Road  is  a  wide  semi-circle 
below  the  wall  of  bluff  foliage  on  which  is  established  a  ground 
cover  of  Queen  Ann's  Lace,  Iron  Weed,  Golden-rod,  in  variety, 
Self  Heal,  Asters  and  the  old  fashioned  garden  plant  Elecampane. 
This  semi-circle  of  high  foliage  has  a  very  fine  Elm  tree  sentinel 
at  each  end  and  in  the  wall  of  foliage  are  Apple  trees.  Shad- 
bushes  and  fine  Sugar  Maples. 

Another  section  of  special  interest  lies  at  the  base  of  the 
bluff  toward  the  north  between  the  stream  and  the  Community 
Road.  Here  is  a  semi-circle  of  rich  bottom  land  upon  which 
there  are  fine  trees,  including  a  particularly  fine  Maple  and  such 
herbs  as  the  Iron  Weed  and  Cut-leaved  Cone  flower,  (Rudbeckia 
laciniata)  the  parent  of  the  double-flowered  Golden  Glow  of  the 
Garden. 

The  Locusts:     Lot  30. 

Here  is  another  lot  with  an  established  home  that  can  be 
improved  and  utilized  while  a  larger  home  is  being  constructed. 
To  the  north  of  the  house  is  a  vigorous  orchard  in  excellent  con- 
dition. The  view  eastward  from  the  house  site  is  over  the  valley 
to  fine  trees  on  the  stream  valley  bluffs  and  to  a  distant  forest  at 
the  skyline  over  a  shrub  covered  slope.  Richmond  Road  lies  at 
a  much  lower  level  than  the  house  site,  and  the  bank  between  the 


ABOUT  THE  MAYFIELD  COUNTRY  CLUB 


21 


house  and  the  road,  especially  toward  the  north,  is  clothed  with 
shrubs  and  trees,  including  Locusts,  another  uncommon  tree. 
There  is  also  an  old  hedge  row  of  Osage  Orange  at  the  top  of 
the  roadside  blutf  with  a  shady  path  running  by  it.  About  the 
house  are  fine  old  Red  Maples.  About  the  lawn  are  Sour  Cher- 
ries, Apples  and  Locusts. 

The  Cherries:     Lot  31. 

Here  is  an  old  house  with  several  out  buildings.  To  the  west 
of  these  buildings  is  an  old  orchard  in  which  there  are  many 
trees  in  good  condition.  To  the  north  of  the  house  are  two  old 
Sweet  Cherries,  and  beyond  this  a  great  thicket  of  the  Sour 
Cherry  at  the  edge  of  a  valley.  The  valley  is  filled  with  an  inter- 
esting growth  of  young  trees  and  shrubs  in  large  variety.  The 
beauty  of  this  growth  can  be  greatly  enhanced  by  careful  and 
intelligent  trimming  from  year  to  year.  It  offers  an  opportunity 
to  form  an  interesting  wild  garden  with  trails.  About  the  house, 
conditions  are  favorable  for  an  attractive  lawn,  especially  with 
the  fine  old  Maples  that  could  not  be  reproduced  in  many  years. 
The  Richmond  Road  is  at  a  lower  level  than  the  house.  On  the 
bank  above  the  road  a  plantation  can  be  established  that  will 
screen  out  the  road  surface  and  its  travel,  and  merge  with  the 
attractive  views  across  the  road. 

The  Corner:     Lot  32. 

Upon  this  lot  are  old  Apple  trees  and  an  old  barn  that  will 
serve  a  useful  purpose  during  building  operations.     The  land 


The  Pump  House 
at  Mrs.  Sherman's  Garden 
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is  mostly  open  land  with  good  soil  that  can  be  put  under  culti- 
vation easily.  The  views  from  the  house  site  will  be  into  the 
valley  toward  the  northeast,  toward  Richmond  Road,  and  to  dis- 
tant trees  and  woods  toward  the  north,  west  and  south. 

The  South  View:     Lot  33. 

This  is  an  open  lot  where  conditions  are  favorable  for  fruit 
and  vegetable  gardens  and  for  the  development  of  such  planting 
as  the  owner  may  wish  to  establish,  without  the  interference  of 
an  existing  growth,  excepting  along  the  northerly  boundary. 
Here  a  hedge  row  exists  with  a  considerable  variety  of  native 
trees  and  shrubs.  One  of  these  trees  is  a  tall  vase-formed  Elm, 
that  promises  to  develop  into  a  particularly  fine  specimen,  and 
that  becomes  as  it  is  seen  across  the  fields  a  terminus  of  Mr. 
Henry  S.  Sherman's  entrance  road.  It  is  also  indicated  as  the 
terminus  of  the  road  in  the  adjoining  lot  to  the  north  (34).  The 
views  from  the  house  will  be  toward  the  south  over  open  fields 
to  distant  trees  and  to  the  east,  north  and  west  to  trees  and 
forests. 

The  Summit:     Lot  34. 

While  this  lot  is  not  at  the  highest  point,  its  position  on  a 
ridge  between  two  valleys  makes  it  quite  distinctly  a  summit  lot 
from  the  Community  Road,  from  which  it  would  be  entered 


Typical  Field  View 
as  seen  from  Lot  32 
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through  one  of  the  valleys.  Along  the  southerly  boundary  are 
the  trees  referred  to  on  lot  No.  33,  including  a  notable  Elm  that 
is  made  the  terminus  of  the  proposed  road  as  one  enters  this 
property  in  approaching  the  house.  The  land  lies  well  for  fruit 
trees  and  vines  on  the  northerly  section  and  for  a  lawn  to  the 
south  and  east,  upon  which  the  house  will  have  an  excellent 
easterly  and  southerly  exposure.  In  the  little  valley  at  the 
northeasterly  corner  of  the  lot,  conditions  afe  favorable  for  a 
garden  that  could  be  carried  to  the  house  and  form  the  boundary 
between  the  lawn  and  the  orchard. 

The  Hedge  Row:     Lot  35. 

This  is  another  open  lot  on  which  there  is  a  hedge  row  of 
trees  and  shrubs  along  the  southerly  line,  also  some  shrubs  on 
the  northerly  line  with  a  growth  similar  to  that  described  in  lot 
36.  It  has  a  large  open  nearly  level  field  toward  the  north  on 
which  an  orchard  could  be  established  in  association  with  pro- 
posed orchard  on  Lot  33,  or  it  could  be  made  a  field  for  grazing 
cattle  similar  to  the  field  that  is  established  on  Mr.  Sherman's 
property. 

The  Curves:     Lot  36. 

This  open  lot  lies  on  the  curve  of  the  Community  Road, 
where  it  begins  to  sweep  from  the  easterly  and  westerly  direction 
toward  the  southeast.  The  house  site  is  located  on  the  end  of  a 
low  ridge,  from  which  it  would  have  an  attractive  outlook  toward 
the  northeast,  north  and  west,  to  existing  forests,  distant  fields, 
orchards  and  fine  trees.  The  house  will  have  a  southerly  and 
easterly  exposure,  and  conditions  are  favorable  for  the  cultiva- 
tion of  gardens  and  lawns  at  either  side  of  the  home  establish- 
ment. Along  the  southerly  line  is  a  hedge  row  thicket  that  will 
make  a  screen  for  this  adjacent  lot.  In  this  growth  are  Elders, 
Hickories,  Elm,  Basswood,  Apple,  Cucumber  Tree  and  Grape 
Vines. 

The  Valley  Head:     Lot  37. 

In  this  lot  is  a  considerable  area  of  open  upland  on  which 
the  house  is  located.  To  the  south  of  the  upland  is  a  valley  with 
fine  groups  of  trees  and  shrubs  at  the  southeasterly  corner,  a 
hedge  row  along  the  Cedar  Avenue  boundary  that  includes  But- 
ternut, Maple,  Basswood,  Cherry,  Ash,  Sugar  and  Scarlet  Maple, 
and  Sumac  with  Grape  Vines  at  intervals.  Here,  too,  is  the  Chest- 
nut Oak  that  has  not  been  noted  elsewhere.  There  is  a-  similar 
hedge  row  between  the  house  site  and  this  valley.    To  the  west 
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of  the  valley  is  the  high  forest  faced  down  with  attractive  native 
shrubs.  In  the  center  of  the  valley  is  a  fine  mass  of  shrub  Wil- 
lows in  several  varieties.  Here  are  varied  conditions  that  will 
permit  a  woodland  wild  garden  on  the  upland,  an  unusually  in- 
teresting moist  land  wild  garden  in  the  valley,  in  which  advan- 
tage can  be  taken  of  the  hedge  rows  and  the  frame  of  foliage 
and  the  Willows  already  referred  to.  There  are  also  open  fields 
for  pasture,  orchards  and  gardens  about  the  home  site.  The  en- 
trance road  is  indicated  as  passing  from  Cedar  Avenue  through 
the  tall  trees  of  the  forest. 

The  Flower  Field:     Lot  38.     Gardner  Abbott,  Owner. 

The  Tall  Woods:     Lot  39.    Otto  Miller,  Owner. 

The  Forest:     Lot  40.    D.  S.  Blossom,  Owner. 

The  Glades:     Lot  41.    D.  S.  Blossom,  Owner. 

The  West  Slope:     Lot  42.    Bascom  Little,  Owner. 

The  East  Slope:     Lot  43.    B.  F.  Bourne,  Owner. 

The  Vineyard:     Lot  44. 

This  is  the  best  small  farm  lot  of  this  section  as  it  is  nearly 
all  open  land  in  good  cultivation.  The  house  site  is  at  the  end  of 
the  bluff  where  it  will  have  the  Club  Valleyi  Views,  also  a  view 
to  the  Fruit  trees  in  lot  47  that  are  well  established  and  full  of 
flowers  in  the  spring.  To  the  east  of  the  house  will  be  a  fringe 
of  the  forest  edge.  There  is  an  old  vineyard  at  the  house  site 
that  should  be  considered  in  the  design  of  the  place.  Some  of 
the  plants  can  be  retained  for  arbors;  others  can  be  moved  to 
other  localities. 

The  Terrace:    Lot  45. 

Here  is  a  corner  lot,  a  part  of  which  is  in  cultivation.  It 
has  an  easterly  and  southerly  exposure,  with  a  background  of 
tall  trees  to  give  protection  against  the  rough  west  winds.  It 
also  includes  the  bottom  of  the  valley  and  the  slopes  on  both 
sides  that  are  covered  with  an  interesting  tree  and  shrub  growth. 
The  valley  would  make  a  very  interesting  pasture  for  sheep  to 
be  seen  from  the  house  site,  or  it  could  be  cultivated  as  a  garden. 
The  house  and  garage,  as  located,  provide  for  a  lawn  area  on  the 
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top  of  the  bluff  on  flat  land  that  can  readily  be  given  the  char- 
acter of  a  formal  terrace  that  would  be  an  attractive  object  as 
seen  up  the  valley  from  the  Golf  Club. 

The  Gardens:     Lot  46. 

This  is  similar  to  Lot  45,  excepting  that  it  has  a  much 
broader  area  in  the  bottom  of  the  valley.  There  will  be  a  good 
lawn  area  on  the  level  land  at  the  east,  and  an  opportunity  for  a 
formal  garden  directly  associated  with  the  house  at  the  south, 
from  which  there  will  be  a  particularly  attractive  view  into  the 
valley.  There  would  also  be  a  good  view  toward  the  northeast 
through  the  valley  from  the  house  site. 

The  Fruit  Trees:     Lot  47. 

There  is  a  house  and  bam  on  this  lot.  From  the  house  a  fine 
view  can  be  secured  into  the  Golf  Club  valley  and  to  the  upland 
and  wooded  slopes  and  fields  to  the  east.  There  is  also  an  attrac- 
tive view  into  the  wooded  valley  that  extends  to  the  southeast 
from  the  main  valley. 

This  is  a  propertj"^  that  has  been  long  cultivated  in  fruit  trees 
and  shrubs,  and  there  are  probably  more  varieties  in  good  fruit- 
ing condition  here  than  is  to  be  found  on  any  of  the  other  Com- 
munity Lots.  The  lay  of  the  land  gives  southerly,  northerly  and 
easterly  exposure,  and  it  was  doubtless  selected  by  the  original 
owner  to  secure  just  such  a  variety  of  conditions  for  fruit. 

The  Green  Valleys  :     Lot  48. 

This  is  an  unusually  distinctive  summit  lot,  for  there  is  a 
valley  entering  in  from  the  south  and  a  broad  valley  entering 
from  the  east.  Between  these  two  valleys  is  the  ridge  on  which 
the  house  site  is  indicated.  There  are  few  sites  so  centrally 
located  with  reference  to  the  fairways  of  the  Golf  Links.  From 
this  site  from  six  to  eight  of  the  greens  can  be  seen,  probably  a 
greater  number  than  can  be  seen  from  any  other  one  lot.  The 
views  into  the  valley,  across  the  valley  and  to  the  uplands  beyond 
are  exceedingly  varied  and  attractive.  It  is  the  Golf  enthusiasts' 
lot  par  excellence.  There  is  a  beautiful  grove  so  located  as  to 
protect  the  house  from  the  hot  afternoon  sun  and  the  prevailing 
northwest  winter  wind. 
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THE  DEVELOPMENT  OF  LOTS. 

In  the  detail  study  of  the  property  the  boundaries  of  these 
lots  were  established  to  include  the  landscape  incidents  that 
should  be  taken  advantage  of  to  give  each  lot  its  special  dis- 
tinction and  also  to  include  a  practicable  entrance  road,  location 
and  house  site. 

It  must  be  recognized,  however,  that  the  final  road  and  house 
location  and  even  the  final  boundaries  between  lots  will  be  de- 
termined first  by  a  study  for  an  arrangement  of  the  grounds 
wherein  the  owner  will  determine  the  larger  sub-divisions  of 
the  property,  such  as  wild  woods,  various  types  of  gardens,  turf 
areas,  game  courts,  orchards,  fields;  and  number,  general  ar- 
rangement and  location  of  buildings,  and  their  utilitarian  yards 
and  roads  and  walks  to  give  access  to  all  these  features. 

Such  studies  will  be  governed  by  the  conditions  presented 
on  the  lots  selected,  and  this  selection  of  a  lot  will  also  have  been 
governed  by  a  more  or  less  clearly  defined  plan  in  the  owner's 
mind.  It  should  be  governed  also  by  an  estimated  cost  of  com- 
pleting all  the  work  and  of  maintaining  it  after  it  is  completed. 

Having  determined  all  this,  and  apportioned  the  costs  of 
work  on  grounds  and  building,  the  detail  studies  of  the  home  and 
other  buildings  and  of  the  grounds  will  come  next. 

The  development  of  a  beautiful  homestead  or  farmstead  out 
of  such  surroundings  as  are  offered  by  such  lots  is  like  the  fine 
art  of  the  painter  who  can  recognize  the  supreme  beauty  of  land- 
scape, eliminate  in  his  paintings  the  non-essentials  and  add  an 
essential  here  and  there  to  increase  the  beauty  of  his  composition. 

Here  are  outlooks  shut  in  by  a  curtain  of  foliage.  It  would 
be  a  most  fascinating  occupation  to  open  the  pictures  through 
these  curtains  and  in  doing  this  to  study  the  far  distance,  the 
middle  distance,  the  foreground  and  the  character  of  the  frame 
that  fixes  the  limits  of  the  picture.  It  will  be  an  exacting  occu- 
pation, first,  because  the  character  of  the  picture  to  be  developed 
is  difficult  to  establish  in  thick  woods,  and  second,  because  the 
cutting  of  the  wrong  tree  or  branch  that  cannot  be  replaced  may 
so  seriously  mar  the  results  as  to  compel  the  selection  of  a  new 
viewpoint  and  the  beginning  of  the  work  anew. 

The  same  practice  holds  true  in  the  opening  of  vistas  into 
sunny  or  shadowy  woodland  glades,  to  fine  ground  cover  carpets, 
to  individual  trees  and  shrubs,  or  to  other  especially  attractive 
foliage  masses. 
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The  opportunity  for  developing  such  beauty  to  its  highest 
degree  is  not  infrequently  ruined  by  the  owner  when  he  directs 
someone  who  cannot  identify  the  name  or  know  the  beauty  of 
a  small  fraction  of  the  two  to  three  hundred  species  that  are 
growing  on  such  a  property,  to  go  in  and  "clean  it  up"  with  the 
ax,  scythe  and  a  fire,  or  to  spend  much  money  in  "doctoring" 
trees  that  must  ultimately  come  out  when  the  plan  is  fully 
developed. 
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